TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

activity in itself, when a group or even a whole class is
engaged in sewing of some kind,

In these lessons each child should decide what it
would like to make, e.g. something for a doll, or a
present for its mother or some object for its own use.

After a few suggestions as to methods of work, e.g.
how to plan and cut out a pattern and lay on the
material, how to thread and hold a needle and possibly
how to wear a thimble, the children should be left free
to sew much as they like. The results will of course be
very crude, but if the object made serves its purpose it
may be regarded as satisfactory, and even if it is not
satisfactory, owing to poor method of planning or
sewing, it is quite a good object lesson for the child
since it will prepare its mind to accept suggestions from
the teacher at the next, i.e. the systematic, stage of
work.

Waste material, that is oddments from the teacher's
or mothers' scrap bags, should be used entirely for this
rough, free, constructive sewing.

From six and a half to eight years of age simple lessons in
stitchery can be given. These lessons are usually J:aken
only by girls, while the boys work at some other type
of handwork. This is surely a mistake, since if the work
is planned from the child's point of view there is no
reason why boys should not enjoy the work as much as
girls and gain profit from it.

As has been suggested, the motive for sewing should